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0 INTRODUCTION. 

vice;” monthly reports from the local wenther servicss of Ala- 
bama, Arkansas, Oolorado, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa Weather and 
Crop Service, KAL~BHS, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Minne- 
sota., Meteoro1ogic:il Report of the Missouri StHte Board of 
Agriciil ture, Nebraska, Nevada, New England, New Jersey, 
New York, North Carolina, North aud South Dakota, Ohio 
Oregon, Pennsylvania, Tennessee, Texas, and Wisconsin, and 
international simultaneous observations. Trustworthy news- 
paper extracts and special reports hare also been used. 

plateau, and the extreme north Pacific coast. The greatest 
excess above the average precipitation for December occurred 
on the  extreme north Pacific coast, where it amounted to 7.60 
inches a t  Neah Bay, Wash., aud the excess was more than 
4.00 iuches a t  Cape Breton Island. The greateat deficiency 
occurred in gouth Alabama and south Mississippi, where it 
was more than 3.00 inches, and the deficiency was  more than 
2.00 inches along the Atlantic coast south Of t h e  36th parallel 
and thence westward over the Gulf States to the 97th meridian, 
and on the Pacific coast between the 40th and 47th parallels. 
The monthly precipitatiou at Pittsburgh, Pa., 6.64 inches, ww 
the henviost ever ruported at  that station in December, the 
greatest amount previously noted for that month being 6.00 
inches, in 1879. The least precipitation ever reported for 
December waa iioted in North Dakota, Minnesota, west and 
south Iowa, south Nebraska, and at  WaHa Walla, Wash. The 
greatest depth of snowfall, 86 inches, wm reported a t  Blue 
Kuob, Pa. The snowfall exceeded 70 inches dong the line of 
the Central Pacific Railroad crossing the summit of the Sierra 
Nevada Mountains; 60 inches in northeast Pennsylvania; 60 
inches in central New York; and 40 inclies in south-central 
and southwest Maine, north New Hampshire, north-central 
Virginia, and southeast Ohio. At the close of the month Over 
30 inches of snow remained on. the ground at  points from cen- 
tral New York to southwest Maine, in t h e  mountains of Penn- 
sylvania, and in west-contra1 lower Idaho. 

Destructive gales prevailed over the Canadian Maritime 
Provinces on the 1st; over uoutheast Massachusetts on the 
4th; a t  New Pork Oity on the 12th; a t  Grand Haven, Mich., 
on the 13th;  on the Atlantic coast from North Oarolina to 
Maine on the 17th, when great damage was caused to shipping 
and other property by high wind, and to seaside property by 
high sem; in the Lake region on t h e  23d, when one person 
was killed and several injured at  Baberton, Ohio and .three 
persons seriously injured at  Detroit, Mich,, by failing build- 
ings; on the north Pacific coast and in west Montana on the 
16th, when conuiderable damage was caused to shipping, raiL 
road, and other property; .along the middle Atlantio and New 
England coasts on t h e  26th, when many disrtsterrl to shipping 
iccurred ; and in north Texas on the  31st. On the 8th a storm 
which presented the characteristics of a tornado passed over 


